How to Qualify for Social Security Disability Beneﬁts with Breast Cancer
If you have been diagnosed with breast cancer, it can be a devasta6ng diagnosis. Even if it is
caught in its earliest stages while it is very treatable, you might not be able to work and earning
a living. There are two disability programs that the SSA oﬀers, Supplemental Security Income
(SSI) and Social Security Disability Insurance (SSDI). If you meet medical criteria and the other
requirements, you might be able to qualify for monthly disability beneﬁts with breast cancer.
The Medical Criteria for Disability Beneﬁts
For an approval for Social Security Disability beneﬁts, you will need to meet the criteria that are
speciﬁed for the Blue Book’s breast cancer lis6ng. The Blue Book is the SSA’s medical guide.
Breast cancer is found in Sec6on 13.00, which emphasizes cancers, and breast cancer is
speciﬁcally men6oned in Sec6on 13.10. To meet the medical criteria to qualify for Social
Security Disability because of breast cancer, you must provide detailed medical records that
indicate the following apply:
You have a carcinoma that started in the 6ssue that lines the organs or the skin cells and it has
either spread above or below the collar bone, spread over into at least 10 lymph nodes, or
spread into distant chest regions.
•

It is oat cell or small-cell carcinoma.

•

APer an6-cancer therapy, your cancer has returned.

•

You have an advanced form of breast cancer that extended into the internal mammary
nodes, chest, or skin.

There are some forms of cancer that qualify for the SSA’s Compassionate Allowance Program
(CAP), which usually results in a much faster beneﬁts approval. To qualify for CAP, your breast
cancer must meet at least one of these criteria:
•

It is inoperable.

•

Your cancer has metastasized – having reached distant organs.

•

APer cancer treatments, such as chemotherapy or radia6on, your cancer returned.

Get Disability Approval for Breast Cancer In Its Early Stages
If you have been diagnosed with breast cancer in its early stages, when it is treatable, you might
s6ll be approved for disability beneﬁts from the SSA. You must provide hard evidence to show
that your condi6on will keep you from working for a minimum of 12 months. A wriVen
statement from your physician that indicates such will be suﬃce. Your inability work could be
caused by side eﬀects from your cancer treatments, because radia6on and chemotherapy can
have nega6ve side eﬀects, such as fa6gue, nausea, aches, pains, and other symptoms. Many
pa6ents get disability beneﬁts while undergoing treatments, but they go back to work aPer they
recover.

Applying for Social Security Disability with Breast Cancer
If you are unable to work because of breast cancer, you can apply for Social Security Disability
beneﬁts. The key to a successful claim will be providing hard medical evidence that conﬁrms
your diagnosis, your symptoms and your side eﬀects. You can start the applica6on process
online or by calling 1-800-772-1213 and by talking to a representa6ve or scheduling an
appointment at your local SSA oﬃce.

Resources
•

hVps://www.ssa.gov/

•

hVps://www.ssa.gov/ssi/

•

hVps://www.ssa.gov/disability/

•

hVps://www.disabilitybeneﬁtscenter.org/glossary/blue-book

•

hVps://www.ssa.gov/disability/professionals/bluebook/13.00-Neoplas6cDiseases-MalignantAdult.htm#13_10

•

hVps://www.disabilitybeneﬁtscenter.org/how-to/get-physician-help-disability-claim

•

hVps://www.ssa.gov/applyfordisability/

•

hVps://secure.ssa.gov/ICON/main.jsp

